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The resurrected Christ is depicted in a mosaic. Easter, the chief feast in the liturgical calendars of all Christian churches,
commemorates Christ's resurrection from the dead. Easter is celebrated April 17 this year. For the Easter message from
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John, see page 3.  (CNS artwork/Godong/UIG, Bridgeman Images)
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New FreemanThe

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On April 5, 2022, during
the fifth evening of the Lenten Revitalization
Series at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John, Father Owen Burns,
pastor of St. Mark’s Parish in Quispamsis and
episcopal vicar for Evangelization and Parish
Renewal for the Diocese of Saint John, was

invited to give a talk on the daily examine.
While most people are familiar with the ex-

amination of conscience within the context
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Fr. Burns
explained how using this method of prayer in
daily life can help people become more aware
of God’s grace, strengthening and encourag-
ing each person to call on him often through-
out the day.

“The examination of conscience is indeed
a tool to take inventory before we go to con-
fession, to lead us to that perfect act of con-
trition to unburden our souls of any sins that
we may have committed,” he said. “The daily
examine is not just to make a perfect confes-
sion or a perfect act of contrition in case I
die. We have to become more aware of God’s

Daily examine an important part
of daily prayer life

presence in our daily lives to praise and give
thanks for the graces that we’ve received
from him today. And to seek forgiveness when
we have rejected his presence.”

There are many ways to pray a daily ex-
amine. Fr. Burns recommended taking 15 min-
utes at the end of the day to examine one’s
conscience. Referring to the method of St.
Ignatius, he encouraged people to:

1) Begin with a spirit of praise and thanks-

giving:  Thank God for the gifts that he has
given, not just in the day but for one’s entire
life.

“Some days it might be easier than others,
some days praise comes very easily and other
times you might be a little bit depressed or in
denial,” Fr. Burns said. “We challenge our-
selves each and every time we examine our
consciences to praise God, to bring to mind
the blessings that he has bestowed upon us.
The gift of life, the gift of family and friends,
the gift of the Eucharist. And we return those
blessings that we have received from him no
matter how general or how specific we can
make them. We return them to our God with
praise and thanksgiving.”

(continued on page 4)

SAINT JOHN — Father Owen Burns, pastor of St. Mark’s Parish in Quispamsis and
episcopal vicar for Evangelization and Parish Renewal for the Diocese of Saint John
gives the fifth and final evening of the Lenten Retreat Series at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John.  (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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Easter Message 2022
“‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but

he has been raised. Remember what he said to you while he was still
in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners and
be crucified, and rise on the third day.’ And they remembered his
words” (Luke 24:5-8).

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
With the approach of the Easter Triduum, I am mindful of the great

suffering of this present moment. Over the past few years, we have
seen the rise of many difficult circumstances – war, pandemic, de-
pression, anxiety, fear, division. There is so much darkness in the
world that can easily weigh us down.  Yet as we enter this holiest of
weeks, we do so with the firm conviction that Jesus rose from the
dead, conquering death now and for all
eternity. We have great reason to hope!

We have something the world can-
not give, a dynamite message that every
person desperately needs to hear and
embrace! Our privileged task is to re-
ceive his words, live them out, and pass
them on! Jesus Christ has the victory,
and this changes everything. This mes-
sage of hope pierces the darkness of
our times as clearly as it did two thou-
sand years ago when the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, the earth trem-
bled, the rocks were split, the tombs
were opened, the bodies of the saints
were raised and those present ex-
claimed, “Truly this man was God’s
Son!” (Matthew 27:51-53) Because Je-
sus rose from the dead we can have
hope even in the most desperate situa-
tions.

We have to keep our eyes on Jesus
and stay close to him, especially in
prayer and through the sacraments.
Otherwise, this reality becomes easily forgotten and overpowered by
the negative forces in the world. We all need to be constantly re-
minded and reassured, especially in these challenging times, that God
is real, that he’s alive, that he never abandons us.

It is through the Eucharist especially that Jesus remains faithful to
his promise of Matthew 28:20 to be with those he loves, until the end
of the world. We find in the Eucharist the nourishment we need to
persevere as his missionary disciples, sharing the fullness of the Chris-
tian life with others. At every Mass we witness and participate in the
miracle of the Resurrection – Christ risen from the dead and present
to us now in the flesh – and we have a deeply personal encounter
with the living God. Jesus is truly alive, he is with us in our difficul-
ties, and each one of us can confidently believe that Jesus Christ
came to conquer sin and death.

The Resurrection is not merely an ancient fact but a present event,
one in which we participate every time we celebrate the Eucharist,
“the seed of eternal life and the power of the Resurrection” (CCC
1524). This is what the world so desperately needs in this time of
great uncertainty. Death and darkness do not have the last word —
Christ truly risen from the dead and incarnate in our lives is the

(continued on page 5)

Message de Pâques 2022
 « Pourquoi cherchez-vous le Vivant parmi les morts? Il n’est pas

ici, il est ressuscité. Rappelez-vous ce qu’il vous a dit quand il était
encore en Galilée : “Il faut que le Fils de l’homme soit livré aux
mains des pécheurs, qu’il soit crucifié et que, le troisième jour, il
ressuscite.” Alors elles se rappelèrent les paroles qu’il avait dites »
(Luc 24, 5-8).

Chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ,
Alors que le Triduum pascal approche, je suis conscient de la grande

souffrance dans le monde maintenant. Au cours des dernières années,
de nombreuses circonstances difficiles sont survenues : la guerre, la
pandémie, la dépression, l’angoisse, la peur, la division. Les nombreuses
ténèbres de ce monde peuvent peser lourdement sur nous. Pourtant,

alors que nous entamons cette semaine la
plus sainte, nous le faisons avec la ferme
conviction que Jésus est ressuscité des
morts, conquérant la mort une fois et pour
toute l’éternité. Nous avons de bonnes
raisons d’espérer !

Nous possédons ce que le monde ne peut
pas donner : un message dynamique que
chaque personne doit à tout prix entendre
et accepter ! Notre tâche privilégiée est de
recevoir ces paroles, de les vivre et de les
transmettre ! Jésus-Christ est victorieux,
et sa victoire a tout changé. Ce message
d’espoir perce les ténèbres de nos jours
aussi clairement qu’il y a deux mille ans
lorsque le rideau du temple s’est déchiré
en deux, la terre a tremblé, les rochers se
sont fendus, les tombeaux se sont ouverts,
les corps des saints ont été ressuscités et
tous ceux et celles qui étaient présents, ont
exclamé : « Vraiment cet homme était le
Fils de Dieu ! » (Matthieu 27, 51-53)
Puisque Jésus est ressuscité des morts,
nous osons espérer, même dans les situa-

tions les plus désespérées.
Nous devons garder les yeux sur Jésus et rester près de lui, surtout

en priant et en célébrant les sacrements. Autrement, il est trop facile
d’oublier cette réalité et de se laisser maîtriser par les forces négatives
du monde. Nous avons tous besoin de nous rappeler constamment et
d’être rassurés, surtout en ces temps difficiles, que Dieu existe
véritablement, qu’il est vivant, et qu’il ne nous abandonne jamais.

C’est avant tout à travers l’Eucharistie que Jésus reste fidèle à sa
promesse dans Matthieu 28:20 d’être présent avec ceux et celles
qu’il aime, jusqu’à la fin du monde. Nous trouvons dans l’Eucharistie
la nourriture dont nous avons besoin pour persévérer comme disci-
ples missionnaires, partageant la plénitude de la vie chrétienne avec
les autres. À chaque messe, nous assistons et participons au miracle
de la résurrection : le Christ ressuscité des morts et présent avec nous
maintenant dans la chair, et nous vivons une rencontre profondément
personnelle avec le Dieu vivant. Jésus est vraiment vivant, il nous
accompagne dans nos difficultés, et chacun et chacune de nous peut
croire avec confiance que Jésus-Christ est venu vaincre le péché et la
mort.

La résurrection n’est pas seulement un fait historique mais une
(continué à page 5)

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC
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Scrambled eggs
and our journey to Easter

With last Sunday, Passion Sunday, we entered a sacred time in our
faith tradition. Holy Week takes us on a journey. It is Jesus’ journey to
his death and ultimately to resurrection and new life. It begins with
the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, but quickly descends
into the darkness, despair and death that is the story of the Passion.
Passing through the week, we come to Easter and the resurrection. It
is a week of darkness, despair and death. It is also a week of light,
hope and the possibilities of new life. It might be seen as the week of
the marvellous miracle of scrambled eggs — the marvellous move-
ment of Jesus from brokenness and death to new life.

This wonder of Jesus’ resurrection to new life is God’s plan for all
humanity, God’s dream. Our lives face darkness and dread and death.
Our lives are often the scrambled eggs and we wonder what it is all
about. The journey of Jesus that we mark in this week, in so many
ways, is our own. The dream of God is that these scrambled eggs
will come together in new and risen life. Jesus is God’s promise for
each of us and for our world. From brokenness, we will indeed come
to wholeness.

This week and the Triduum offer us an opportunity to reflect on
this dream that God has for us. We are a people whose faith is founded
on the Paschal Mystery, Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Each day
of the Triduum draws our attention to a significant part of our story.

Holy Thursday: The feast of the Lord’s Supper. As we remember
the Passover meal that Jesus had with his disciples, we focus on the
role of the meal in our faith community. Jesus called disciples to share
his mission. At the Last Supper, he gathered these friends around the
Table for a meal.  Like all of our family meals, our Eucharist as disci-
ples of Jesus expresses our relationship with one another as well as
our relationship with Jesus.

Good Friday: A remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Sac-

rifice means to offer something of
value for the sake of another. We see examples of sacrifice everyday
in parents, spouses and friends. We need sacrifice. A sacrifice ex-
presses our commitment to another. Eucharist as sacrifice celebrates
those many relationships we hold dear in our community and the love
we commit to them.

Good Friday expresses the commitment and love that God has for
all the peoples of the earth. As we celebrate this commitment, we do
it in retelling the story of Jesus’ passion, in prayer for our world and
in sharing at the table of communion. In doing so, we commit our-
selves to service in our world.  May we be life-giving to all.

Feast of Easter: This is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.
It is the ultimate expression that our God is a God of life and of
loving, saving care for all humanity.  As we recall God’s dream for all
peoples and all creation, we acknowledge our call to reflect God’s
life-giving love to all with joy and gratitude.  Like Jesus, we pass
through death to new life.  The scrambled become whole once more.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 2)
2) Seek his grace.
“Ask God to allow us to come to know our sins and to root them

out of us,” Fr. Burns said. “We may be able to easily think about what
we have done wrong or where we’ve gone wrong during the day.
But how much more is possible during that examine if we include
God in that moment, if we seek his grace, so instead of thinking
about our actions and what we’ve done wrong, [or] what we’ve
done right throughout the day, we’re able to pray with God truly
present in that process. We were able to take our examine from the
head to the heart. Because if we remain in the head, it’s all too easy
for us to either deny or brush off the things that we’ve done, or even
worse, be way too hard on ourselves.

3) Invite the Holy Spirit into the daily examine so that he may en-
lighten each person on what has transpired throughout the day that
has been learned.

“Ask him to reveal to us what we might be blind to, so that we may
become more aware of our own hearts, our own minds and under-
standing God’s desire; his will for our life,” Fr. Burns said.

“Once we have done this, we’re ready to examine the day not
alone, but in the presence of our God,” Fr. Burns said. “You may
move chronologically throughout the day, and might start imagining
from the moment we woke up and go hour by hour, moment by
moment. Or you may find it more beneficial to seek out the highs and

Daily examine an important part of daily prayer life
the lows, the major and not so major events.”

“By entering a daily examine, each and every day, we will be brought
to a deeper, and more profound contrition,” Fr. Burns said. “It gives
us an opportunity to grow daily in a Christian light. At the end of each
day, after our daily examine, we are able again to place our trust in
God seeking his grace for the day ahead and to end our day with the
knowledge that he is ever present in our life.”

Concluding his talk, Fr. Burns encouraged people to put this into
practice.

“If possible this evening, let us take 15 minutes to do so,” he said.
“To praise God, to ask for his grace to know, and to root out our sin,
to examine our day, moment by moment, to pray for the gift of sor-
row and of gratitude, to pray for help and guidance for tomorrow.
And after we enter into this daily examine, if our examination reveals
that there are specific failings, sins or moments in the day or week or
month, that we have rejected God and his grace in this time before
the Blessed Sacrament, bring those moments before Jesus in the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation and experience his mercy, and his grace.
And pray, with the knowledge and the experience of his love, that
tomorrow his presence may be more fully known by you, and through
you.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Straining to hear the voice of Good Friday
They shall look upon the one whom they have pierced!  A phrase

that names the voice that’s left behind on Good Friday.
In 1981, an anonymous young girl was brutally raped and mur-

dered by the military at an obscure location in El Salvador, fittingly
called La Cruz (the Cross). Her story was reported by a journalist
named Mark Danner. In his account of this, Mr. Danner describes
how after a particular massacre some soldiers shared how one of
their victims haunted them and how they could not get her out of
their minds long after her death.

They had plundered a village and raped many of the women. One
of these was a young girl, an evangelical Christian, whom they had
raped many times in a single afternoon and tortured. However, through-
out it all, this young girl, clinging to her belief in Christ, had sung
hymns. The soldiers who had violated and eventually executed her
were haunted by that. Here are Mr. Danner’s words:

“She kept right on singing, too, even after they had done what had
to be done, and shot her in the chest. She had lain there on La Cruz
with the blood flowing from her chest, and had kept on singing – a bit
weaker than before, but still singing. And the soldiers, stupefied, had
watched and pointed. Then they had grown tired of the game and
shot her again, and she sang still, and their wonder began to turn to
fear — until finally they had unsheathed their machetes and hacked
her neck, and at last the singing had stopped.” (The Massacre at El
Mozote, N.Y., Vintage Books, 1994, pp. 78-79.) 

They shall look upon her whom they have pierced! Notice the femi-
nine pronoun here because in this instance the one who is looked
upon after being pierced is a woman.  Dying such a violent, unjust,
and humiliating death with faith in her heart and on her lips makes her
the crucified Christ, and not just because she (like all Christians) is a

member of the Body of Christ. Rather
because at this moment, in this manner of
death, with this kind of faith overt in her
person, like Jesus, she is leaving behind a
voice that cannot be silenced and which will
haunt those who have done violence to her
and all the rest of us who hear about it.

What haunted those soldiers? The haunting here is not that of some
wounded spirit that now seeks retribution by frightening us and for-
ever unsettling our dreams. Nor is it the haunting we feel in bitter
regret, when we recognize a huge, unredeemable mistake which had
we foreseen the consequences of, we would never have made. Rather,
this is the voice that haunts us whenever we silence, violate, or kill
innocence. It’s a voice which we then know can never be silenced
and which irrespective of the immediate emotions it evokes in us, we
realize we can never be free from, and which paradoxically invites us
not to fear and self-hatred but to what it embodies.

Gil Bailie, who makes this story a corner-piece in his monumental
book on the cross and non-violence, notes not just the remarkable
similarity between her manner of death and Jesus’, but also the fact
that, in both cases, part of the resurrection is that their voices live on.

In Jesus’ case, nobody witnessing his humiliating death on a lonely
hillside, with his followers absent, would have predicted that this would
be the most remembered death in history. The same is true for this
young girl. Her rape and murder occurred in a very remote place and
all of those who might have wanted to immortalize her story were
also killed. Yet her voice survives, and will no doubt continue to grow
in history long after all those who violated her are forgotten. A death
of this kind morally scars the conscience and leaves behind a perma-
nent echo that nobody can ever silence.

When we parse out all that’s contained in that echo, when we take
a reflective look at Jesus on the cross or at the death of this young
evangelical, we cannot but feel a wound at a gut level. To gaze upon
the one whom we have pierced, Jesus or any innocent victim, is to
know (in a way that undercuts all culpable and invincible ignorance)
that the voice of self-interest, injustice, violence, brutality, and rape
will ultimately be silenced in favour of the voice of innocence, gra-
ciousness, and gentleness. Yes, faith is true.

A critic reviewing Mr. Danner’s book in the New York Times tells
how, after reading this story, he kept “straining hopelessly to hear the
sound of that singing.”

In our churches on Good Friday, we read aloud the Gospel ac-
count of Jesus’ death. Listening to that story, like the soldiers who
brutally murdered an innocent young, faith-filled woman, we are made
to look upon the one whom we have pierced. We need to strain to
hear more consciously the sound of that singing.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continué de page 3)
réalité présente, à laquelle nous participons chaque fois que nous
célébrons l’Eucharistie, « la semence de la vie éternelle et la puissance
de la résurrection » (CEC 1524). C’est ce dont le monde a
désespérément besoin en cette période de grande incertitude. La mort
et les ténèbres n’ont pas le dernier mot. Le Christ véritablement
ressuscité des morts et incarné dans nos vies est la victoire ultime !

Donnons à Dieu la permission de se servir puissamment de nous
pour donner de l’espoir au monde qui nous entoure, et comme les
apôtres, restons étonnés de ce que Jésus continue de faire par la
puissance de la résurrection. Que nos joyeuses louanges résonnent :
Il est ressuscité ! Alléluia! Alléluia!

 Christian Riesbeck, c.c.
Évêque de Saint John

Message de Pâques 2022

Easter Message 2022
(continued from page 3)

ultimate victory!
Let us give God permission to use us powerfully to bring hope to

the world around us, and with the apostles, be amazed at what Jesus
continues to do through the power of the Resurrection. May our
voices resound in joyful praise — He is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John
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Civil rights league eyeing anti-Catholic sentiment
in wake of Indigenous meetings with pope
By TERRY O’NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

VANCOUVER — The executive director of the Catholic Civil Rights
League says he hopes anti-Catholic hate crimes will not flare up in the
wake of the historic meetings at the Vatican between Pope Francis
and representatives of Canada’s First Nations.

Christian Elia noted that anti-Catholic hate speech, vandalism, and
arson erupted throughout the country last summer, especially in B.C.
and the Maritimes, after sensational and inaccurate news coverage
surrounding the release of information about unmarked graves at the
old Kamloops Residential School.

It is critical, therefore, that the mainstream media report the results
of the Indigenous meetings without bias, he said.

But given the anti-Catholic tone he has seen in news coverage lead-
ing up to the Vatican meetings, Ms. Elia isn’t optimistic. “I heard
some good, old-fashioned, general run-of-the-mill, anti-Catholic state-
ments in the media in the last couple of weeks,” including “some
political commentary that has kind of made me wince.”

The Catholic Civil Rights League launched a nationwide database
last November to keep track of attacks on church property and per-
sonnel. It identified 153 incidents since 2010 and has since added
three more. Twenty-five incidents involved arson, and a further 50
described property damage and graffiti.

The B.C. Catholic advised Elia of a recent arson that the database
had not yet captured— a December 9, 2021, attack that destroyed
the 105-year-old St. Timothée Church in Shemogue, NB. One man
has been charged with arson in connection with the incident.

Father Louis-Joseph Boudreau, who serves the parish, said in an
interview he knows the man charged with the crime and does not
believe the attack was motivated by hatred of the Church.

The historic church’s burning is a loss to the parish, Fr. Boudreau
said, but parishioners have been well-served by another nearby
church. He said a parish committee informed parishioners in a late-
March meeting that it does not make financial sense to rebuild the
church. Instead, a tiny church-museum building will be erected, fea-
turing many artifacts that were saved before the church was de-
stroyed.

“We’re managing with it, but it’s too bad what we lost there,” Fr.
Boudreau said.

In B.C., several individuals were charged following church attacks
last summer.

Kathleen Panek pleaded guilty in October to two counts of arson in
connection with the July 2021 destruction of St. George’s Coptic
Orthodox Church in Surrey. She is scheduled to be sentenced April 8.

Suspects in another church attack also pleaded guilty to charges of
mischief under $5,000 after smearing orange paint on the front of St.
Jude’s Parish church in Vancouver last Canada Day.

Zoe Luba received a conditional discharge and 12 months’ proba-
tion on December 7 and was ordered to pay a $100 victim-fine sur-
charge. Her sister, Emily Luba, also received a discharge conditional
upon her completing 12 months’ probation. She was also ordered to
pay a victim fine surcharge of $750, stay away from the parish prop-
erty, write a letter of apology to the pastor and congregation, and
complete 40 hours of community work service.

Statistics Canada reported March 17 that police-reported hate crimes
rose 37 per cent from 2019 to 2020, to a total of 2,669 incidents.

Crimes motivated by hatred of religion decreased by 16 per cent to
515. Those targeting Jews accounted for most, rising to 321 inci-
dents from 306 in 2019. Anti-Muslim crime dropped (82 incidents
compared with 182 the year before) as did anti-Catholic hate crime
(42 compared with 51 in 2019).

Ms. Elia said the league’s data base clearly shows a large increase
in anti-Catholic hate crimes throughout the summer of 2021.

Statistics Canada cited the effects of the COVID pandemic for the
overall rise in hate crimes. “The pandemic further exposed and exac-

erbated issues related to community safety and discrimination in
Canada, including hate crime,” it said in a news release.

That trend was also cited by the B.C. Human Rights Commission
when it announced last August that it would hold an official inquiry
into “the disturbing surge of hate [during] the pandemic.” Catholic
observers criticized Commissioner Kasai Govender for failing in her
comments justifying the inquiry to acknowledge anti-Catholic hatred
that had surged in the months preceding her launching of the inquiry.

The commission said in a February 2022 news release that it had
received online submissions from more than 1,700 persons who said
they had either witnessed or directly experienced a hate incident dur-
ing the pandemic. The window for public input closed March 6.

Ms. Govender said earlier that the commission would also invite
written submissions and hold roundtable talks to gather information.
None of this would be held in public, she said, nor would a list of
participating individuals or organizations be released.

Commission communications officer Charlotte Kingston failed to
respond to three messages from The B.C. Catholic seeking informa-
tion on the status of those internal proceedings. A spokesman for the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver said the commission had
not contacted the archdiocese for any input into its inquiry.

The commission is expected to release its report in early 2023.
Ms. Elia said Catholics have a civic responsibility to ensure that

authorities know of church attacks, even if it’s as minor as graffiti.
“If incidents aren’t reported and if the perpetrators of incidents aren’t

(continued on page 7)

SHEMOGUE — Fire engulfs the 105-year-old St. Timothée
Church in Shemogue, NB, in December. (Beaubassin Fire
Department Facebook)
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(continued from page 6)
sought after by local authorities, we cannot
take any [action],” he said.

Public involvement works, Ms. Elia said,
pointing to Catholic participation in success-
fully lobbying the federal government in 2017
to retain the “interruption of religious serv-
ices” section of the Criminal Code of Canada.

Catholic institutions contribute to the pub-
lic good, he said. “So, when we’re attacked
in any way, we have to bring this out to light
and allow the proper legal process to take
place. And we also have to collect the data
because it is the right thing to do.”

Information about church attacks can be
reported at ccrl.ca/report-an-attack-at-a-
church-or-religious-site.§

Anti-Catholic
sentiment

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On April 10,
2022, at the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Saint John,
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of
the Diocese of Saint John was joined
by members of the Spanish com-
munity from around the diocese to
celebrate Passion (Palm) Sunday in
Spanish.

“We are entering the holiest of
weeks, this is my favourite time of
the year,” Bishop Riesbeck said in
his homily.

He spoke about the richness of
the liturgies during Holy Week, be-
ginning with the upcoming Chrism
Mass on April 12, 2022, at 3:00 pm
and invited everyone to attend.

“This is where I will be blessing
the oils used in sacraments through-
out the year, including the two bap-
tisms that will be celebrated here on
Easter Sunday — the children of our
reader at today’s liturgy,” he said. “All priests
of diocese will be here to renew their baptis-
mal promises, the same promises made to the
bishop on the day of their ordination.”

He then spoke about Holy Thursday and
the institution of the Eucharist when Jesus
ordained priests to celebrate the Eucharist as
a memorial of his love.

“This is the commandment of love and
charity as exemplified by the beautiful, hum-
bling gesture Jesus made by washing the apos-

Celebrating Palm Sunday in Spanish

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (centre) of the Diocese of Saint John and
Father Dennis Hayes, CC (right) process up the centre aisle at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception In Saint John. The bishop, along with Fr. Hayes, were joined by members of the
Spanish community to celebrate Palm Sunday Mass in Spanish, April 10, 2022. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)

tles’ feet at the last supper,” he said.
He also indicated that a time of prayer and

adoration in the Virgin’s chapel will follow for
a few hours after mass.

Bishop Riesbeck then shared that on Good
Friday there will be a Way of the Cross, and
invited everyone to attend.

He said at his former parish in Houston,
Texas, parishioners put on a live way of the
Cross, with many young adults, some chil-
dren and others processing around the parish
grounds every year for the nine years he was
there.

We won’t be putting on such a grandiose
production here, but we will have a Way of
the Cross procession around the Cathedral
starting 1:30 pm,” he said. “We will begin at
the front of the church for the first station
starting outside the door, with scriptures and
meditation, and proceed around the block
through all fourteen stations.”

The Good Friday liturgy will follow in the
church at 3:00 pm.

He then invited everyone to the Easter vigil,
which he said is his favourite celebration of
the year.

“We start in total darkness, which is repre-
sentative of the state of total sin,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. “Jesus, the light, comes to il-
luminate our lives, setting us free from sin, as
represented by the lighting of the candles. We
start with [the] singing of Exsultet [also

known as the Easter Proclamation], followed
by readings that proclaim the story of salva-
tion and the renewal of our baptismal prom-
ises.”

Easter Sunday, Bishop Riesbeck said, is all
about celebrating the Resurrection. At 2:00
pm on Easter Sunday, Bishop Riesbeck will
once again join the Spanish community for a
Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection, during
which he will celebrate two baptisms. “This
is very appropriate,” he said.

Bishop Riesbeck spoke of the movement
of the liturgy from Passion Sunday, and the
great paradox in which Jesus is welcomed as
king triumphantly, and then only days later
crucified and treated as a criminal.

“We recall in the reading of the Passion the
great love Jesus had for us in dying on the
Cross,” he said.

He concluded by inviting everyone to come
join him next Sunday, April 17, 2022, for
Domingo de Pascua — La Resurrección del
Señor (Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection) at
2:00 pm, at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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English police to allow priests to give last rites at crime scenes
By SIMON CALDWELL
Catholic News Service

MANCHESTER, England — Police in Eng-
land have produced national guidelines to al-
low priests to give last rites to Catholics dy-
ing at crime scenes.

The change follows the outcry by Catholics
at the denial of permission to Father Jeffrey
Woolnough to pass through a police cordon and
administer the sacrament of the anointing of the
sick to Sir David Amess, a Catholic politician,
after he was stabbed repeatedly in a suspected
terrorist attack October 15.

The College of Policing published the guide-
lines online following meetings of a joint group
convened by Dame Cressida Dick, Metropoli-
tan Police commissioner, and Cardinal Vin-

cent Nichols of Westminster, president of the
Bishops' Conference of England and Wales,
in the aftermath of the murder.

The updated guidelines make it clear that
police may permit priests to visit crime vic-
tims to administer the sacraments.

It also sets out situations in which such
access might be limited, including, for in-
stance, "the need to secure and preserve the
crime scene and the material within it."

Archbishop John Wilson of Southwark,
who represented the Catholic Church in the
joint group, said in a statement he was pleased
that a common position could be found.

"At a critical time, such spiritual and/or fam-
ily support can make all the difference for
those for whom it is important," he added.

"For Catholics, this means access by a priest

who will be able to offer absolution, anoint-
ing and prayers of accompaniment — often
referred to as the last rites. We are very grateful
for this."

Sir David, Conservative Party member of
Parliament for Southend West, was attacked
at Belfairs Methodist Church in Leigh-on-Sea,
where he was meeting voters to discuss their
concerns.

Ali Harbi Ali, a 26-year-old British Muslim
of Somali origin, is standing trial at the Cen-
tral Criminal Court in London accused of the
murder and of preparation of acts of terror-
ism. He denies the charges.

Hearings scheduled to begin April 4 were
adjourned for at least four days after the judge
tested positive for COVID-19 and was un-
able to attend.§

As three feasts converge, Holy Land Christians hope for peace, tourism
By JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
Catholic News Service

JERUSALEM — With pandemic restric-
tions almost fully lifted, churches and shop-
keepers alike are hopeful that the streets of
Jerusalem will fill up once again as Easter,
Passover and Ramadan converge.

Joseph Hazboun, regional director of the
Catholic Near East Welfare Association-Pon-
tifical Mission in Jerusalem, noted that the
pandemic has left its mark not only on people
in the tourism industry but also on some
monasteries and convents that depend on the
sales of their home-made products. Though
there are signs of returning pilgrims, he said,
it is still a long way off from the high num-
bers of three years ago.

And with the continuing unchecked van-
dalism attacks on church property, especially
but not only in Jerusalem, Christians feel
threatened, he said.

"It affects the presence of Christians and
the church," he said.

In addition to vandalism, in March, Israelis
and Palestinians saw an increase in violence.
In early March, seven Palestinians were killed
in separate clashes with Israeli forces, and in
late March three terrorist attacks that killed
11 people left Israelis reeling.

On April 2, the patriarchs and heads of lo-
cal churches of Jerusalem condemned the vio-
lence and called on Christians, Muslims and
Jews to show mutual respect for one another
at the rare confluence of the three major reli-
gious holidays. They called on government
authorities to "exercise policies of religious
tolerance, restraint of force, and de-escala-

tion of conflict," commending them for the
extent to which they have done so thus far.

"In these coming weeks that are sacred to
our respective religious traditions, we encour-
age all people of good faith to walk in the
pathway of peace that is so central to the sym-

bolism of Jerusalem, the City of Peace. In
this way, we can be true witnesses to the
world of the common vision of peace/ sha-
lom/salaam that is enshrined within the heart
of our separate but intertwined religious

(continued page 9)

JERUSALEM — Worshippers pray in Jerusalem's Church of the Holy Sepulcher April
3, 2022, at the Stone of Unction or Anointing, where it is believed that the body of
Jesus was prepared for burial. With Palestinian-Israeli tensions rising, three religions
prepare to celebrate holidays of Easter, Ramadan and Passover after two years of
pandemic restrictions. (CNS photo/Debbie Hill)
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(continued from page 8)
beliefs," they said.

This is not the first cycle of violence the Holy Land has experi-
enced, said Sami El-Yousef, chief executive officer of the Latin
Patriarchate, and the region has always found a way to rise above it
all during religious celebrations.

"If we are faithful to our religion — regardless whether Muslim,
Jewish, or Christian — the upcoming season must present a different
track to take us all back to the basics and celebrate the majesty of
Jerusalem." He said the season must be "the symbol of unity and
peace rather than division and violence."

"I am optimistic that we will all rise above the current cycle and
strengthen our faith and that special relationship with our one God in
the coming weeks."

Having just returned from Gaza, El-Yousef noted that the Christian
community was "very happy" that this year, for the Easter holiday,
720 Israeli travel permits for 80 days were issued. Israel and Egypt
have blockaded the Gaza Strip for more than 15 years.

In the northern Israeli city of Haifa, Reem Abunassar, 46, who
teaches religious education at St. Joseph Catholic  Parish, is still trau-
matized by the riots last year in Israeli mixed cities at the end of
Ramadan, when violence broke out between Israel and Hamas in the
Gaza Strip. Her four young adult daughters were attacked by a Jew-
ish mob in front of their house.

Three feasts converge
During Lent she has been praying for peace, she said.
"To get into the spirit of Easter, I pray each and every day that there

will be peace in the world," she said. "I don't believe in any violence,
in any terrorist attacks, in killing of any kind. This is not in my reli-
gion. I believe in peace, and I believe that peace will one day prevail,
because I pray a lot for this."

Sister Bridget Tighe, a member of the Franciscan Missionaries of
the Divine Motherhood and general director of Caritas Jerusalem, noted
that while this Easter season people are hoping the economy will slowly
get back on track, especially with the return of tourism in Bethlehem,
West Bank, it will take time, and there is still need for assistance.

In his call for the Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land,
Franciscan Father Francesco Patton, custos of the Holy Land, noted
how the unprecedented situation of the past two years has affected
the Christian communities throughout the Middle East.

"With difficulty we have tried to support materially the weakest
communities: the community of Bethlehem and that of Jerusalem,
with no more pilgrims and no work; the communities of Lebanon,
devastated by an increasingly economic and political crisis; those of
Syria, which remains like a prisoner of a war that seems to never end.
Also this year on Good Friday, please remember us, your brothers
and sisters who live in the Holy Land. Help us according to the gener-
osity of your heart, remembering the words of our Lord Jesus: 'There
is more joy in giving than in receiving'" he said in the statement.§

Pope: Smaller nations must lead charge against ideology of the powerful
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Smaller countries like Malta are called to set an
example of true freedom in a world that can seem overwhelmed by
powerful nations that seek to extend their own economic, military or
ideological interests, Pope Francis said.

Reflecting on his recent visit to the Mediterranean archipelago dur-
ing his weekly general audience April 6, the pope said Malta "repre-
sents the rights and power of the 'small' nations," which exemplify
the respect, freedom and coexistence that stands "opposed to the
colonization of the most powerful."

"After World War II, the attempt was made to lay the foundations
of a new era of peace. But unfortunately — we never learn, right? —
the old story of competition between the great powers went on. And,
in the current war in Ukraine, we are witnessing the impotence of the
United Nations," he said.

Pope Francis told people at the audience that the motto of his April
2-3 trip described the "unusual kindness" of the people of Malta when
St. Paul shipwrecked on the island nearly 2,000 years ago.

That "unusual kindness," Pope Francis said, not only describes
how countries should treat migrants today, but how countries should
treat each other and everyone "so that the world might become more
fraternal, more livable, and might be saved from a 'shipwreck' that
menaces all of us."

Recalling his April 3 meeting with about 200 migrants at the John
XXIII Peace Lab in Hal Far, Malta, the pope said Christians must
never tire of listening to the testimonies of migrants so they can counter
the "distorted vision that is often circulated in the mass media."

"Every migrant is unique. He or she is not a number but a person,"
he said. "Each is unique just like each one of us. Every migrant is a
person with dignity, with roots, with a culture. Each of them is the

bearer of a wealth infinitely greater than the problems they bring."
The issue of migration, he continued, is "a sign of our times" that

can become either "a sign of conflict" or "a sign of peace."
"It depends on how we take it; it depends on us," the pope said.

"Those who gave life to the John XXIII Centre on Malta made the
Christian choice."

Pope Francis said that although he was grateful that Malta remains
a "key place" of evangelization and Christian witness, it is not immune
to the "wind of secularism, of a globalized culture based on consum-
erism, neo-capitalism and relativism."

Yet its link to St. Paul as well as the Maltese people's devotion to
Mary continue to support evangelization and the "joyful proclamation
of the Gospel."

"The vocation of the church is to evangelize. The joy of the church
is to evangelize," the pope said. "Let us not forget this because it is the
most beautiful definition of the church."§

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis holds a Ukrainian national flag
from Bucha as he greets Ukrainian refugees during his general
audience in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican April 6, 2022. (CNS
photo/Paul Haring)
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Pro-life groups contend with financial threats
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Canadian Constitution Foundation (CCF) executive director Joanna
Baron and litigation director Christine Van Geyn have said that chari-
ties are experiencing a financial chill after the federal government
instituted the Emergencies Act to deal with the Freedom Convoy snarl-
ing the streets of Ottawa.

The act’s implementation saw bank accounts of some convoy sup-
porters frozen and that has led some to fear challenging governments
on policies, the two said.

“(There is) a widespread fear that donating to causes that advocate
for fundamental freedoms and civil liberties, and challenge govern-
ment overreach, will result in the freezing of bank accounts and seiz-
ing of assets,” they wrote.

John Carpay, president of the Justice Centre for Constitutional
Freedoms (JCCF), concurred that the federal government’s actions
against Freedom Convoy supporters are disquieting.

“There were people who were imprisoned or had their bank ac-
counts frozen. It does send a message to all Canadians that it might
not be as safe for them to exercise their charter rights and freedoms.
It is very sad,” said Mr. Carpay.

The JCCF and the CCF are just two of the organizations mounting
legal challenges against the federal government for employing these
never-used emergency powers to stifle voices opposed to the gov-
ernment.

While individual Canadians may be experiencing the anxieties and fear
alluded to by Ms. Baron, Ms. Van Geyn and Mr. Carpay, Canadian chari-
ties — and specifically pro-life groups — may have more to fear.

Nicole Scheidl, executive director for Canadian Physicians for Life
(CPL), said the current federal government has a specific approach
in handling entities with divergent ideas.

“They consider groups they disagree with as unacceptable, misin-
formation or fake news,” said Ms. Scheidl. “And they do not feel
compelled to bring the issue out into the public square. … They don’t
even want to dialogue and engage in a real way. Theirs is just this kind
of authoritarian, ‘I don’t like what you’re saying, so I’m going to
squash you.’ ”

There is evidence to suggest Ms. Scheidl is correct. In early March,
the Canadian Centre for Christian Charities (CCCC), the largest Christian
charitable association in the country, penned a letter expressing con-
cerns about a proposed legislative amendment to the Income Tax Act.
Justin Trudeau’s December 16 mandate letters for Minister of Fi-
nance Chrystia Freeland and Minister for Women and Gender Equal-
ity and Youth Marci Ien directed them to “make anti-abortion organi-
zations that provide dishonest
counselling to pregnant women
about their rights and options in-
eligible for charitable status.”

The seven signatories of the
CCCC’s March 7 correspond-
ence included Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops presi-
dent Bishop Raymond Poisson.
The letter stated the CCCC found
Trudeau’s letters “troubling be-
cause of their vague assertions
and unproven assumptions of dis-

honesty toward a specific subset of charities.”
Bishop Poisson and his colleagues “believe it is vital for the govern-

ment to clearly define the terms, scope and potential applications of
this initiative, and to consider the long-term impact on the entire chari-
table sector before taking any type of punitive action against a tar-
geted group of registered charities through legislative change.”

The financial seizure powers contained in the Emergencies Act and
the proposed changes to the Income Tax Act are the latest salvos in a
long-term financial showdown between the federal government and
pro-life organizations. It was early in this government’s mandate that
it targeted pro-life organizations through the Canada Summer Jobs
[CSJ] program. To access the government funding for student sum-
mer jobs, organizations had to commit to a woman’s “right” to abor-
tion, though no such right exists in Canadian law. It saw hundreds of
charitable organizations that refused to agree to the government’s
attestation barred from receiving funding.

Toronto Right to Life (TRTL) in 2018 refused to comply with and
launched a court challenge against the government. In 2019, despite
this controversial attestation being removed, it again was denied funding.

On October 22, 2021, a federal judge ruled that it was “reasonable”
for the federal government to expect CSJ funding recipients to sup-
port abortion rights. Blaise Alleyne, TRTL’s vice-president, told The
Catholic Register an appeal was filed in late November.

Mr. Alleyne said the level of discrimination against pro-lifers is in-
tensifying each year, but that has been met with a continued resolve
to practise and defend Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

“Our view is that we need to defend our own rights in order to
continue being a voice for pre-born children. The discrimination we
experience from our government is nothing compared to the violence
of abortion,” he said. “We need to be focused and motivated to re-
main strong through whatever challenges we face.”

“The more positive things you are doing to create a positive impact
on someone’s life in a positive way kind of defangs the arguments the
government can use against you,” said Ms. Scheidl. “You’re less
open to criticism if you are doing your job really well.” §
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Bishop presides at opening mass for conference
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Saturday, March 26, 2022, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, was invited by Couples
for Christ (CFC) Canada to celebrate the opening mass for its 2022
national conference. The conference was held over two Saturdays,
March 26 and April 2. Father Rolando Suplido, pastor of Mary, Mother
of God Parish in St. George and Black’s Harbour, concelebrated with
the bishop.

The Couples for Christ global theme for 2022 is Christ Heals, based
on 2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my people who are called by my name
humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal
their land.”

The 2-day conference consisted of five talks: Humility Before God;
Life in Prayer; Seeking Jesus in the Peripheries; Love Like Christ and
Sing of the Victories of Christ.

The event was attended by over 2,680 individuals from all over
Canada via Zoom, with over 60 people attending in New Brunswick.

The closing mass, on April 2, was broadcast live from Vancouver
and was celebrated by Archbishop Michael Miller, of the Archdiocese
of Vancouver.

Speaking on the theme Christ Heals, Bishop Riesbeck said that “Re-
pentance necessarily involves humbling ourselves before God and
acknowledging our sins. Turning away from sin, and turning to God,
asking for forgiveness.”

He recalled the scripture 1 John 1:9: “’If we acknowledge our sins.
He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
every wrongdoing.’ That’s what conversion is all about.”

Noting that this movement of repentance is expressed powerfully
when a person approaches the Sacrament of Reconciliation — a sac-
rament instituted by Christ for those sins committed after baptism,
Bishop Riesbeck said there are four elements that are necessary in this

movement of repentance and that need to present in every confes-
sion. The four elements are: contrition: true sorrow for one’s sins,
detesting these sins and resolving not to sin again, with the desire to
change one’s hearts.

Confession: confess everything, especially the serious/mortal sins
but also the venial sins. “We need to be honest, we can’t hide any-
thing from God who is all seeing and all knowing,” said the bishop.

Satisfaction: “We don’t confess our sins just to get rid of guilt or
clean the slate,: Bishop Riesbeck said, “but with the intention of mak-
ing reparation for sin through penances.”

Absolution: the official act of forgiveness pronounced by the priest
in persona Christi (in Christ’s name) receiving the grace to sin no
more, “which strengthens and restores friendship with God and gives
us the help we need to be faithful,” he said.

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged people to “remember today, as we
seek Christ’s healing, that any time we make a step towards Jesus,
we realize he is there, waiting for us with open arms, never tiring of
forgiving us, of showering us with his mercy and love, and enabling
us to be filled with joy. Our God is crazy about us, and he yearns for
us to know him personally.”

He concluded with the words of the Prophet Hosea, “Come, let us
return to the Lord; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has
struck down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

ST. GEORGE — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC celebrates the
opening mass for the 2022 National Confrenece of Couples for
Christ, Saturday, March 26 via Zoom at Mary, Mother of God
Parish in St. George. (NOra Sabino photo)

DIVINE  MERCY  SUNDAY
There will be a Special Hour of Mercy at

Our Lady of Fatima Church,
 Marysville, NB

on Divine Mercy Sunday, April
24th beginning at 3 pm.

For those who began their
preparations on Good Friday,
in order to receive the special

graces promised by Jesus for the
 Divine Mercy Celebration,

the final requirement of
ceremoniously exposing

and blessing the Image of Divine
Mercy for everyone to venerate will take place during

the Holy Hour of Divine Mercy.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend this

Holy Hour of Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, even those who were unable to complete

the requirements to receive the special graces
promised by Jesus.
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A Psalm of the Vigil of Easter
Heard in a Home, or in the Assembly

PSALM 42
As a deer craves running water,
I thirst for you, my God;
I thirst for God,
the living God.
When will I see your face?
                          c. The Psalter: icel 1994

As a deer in shrinking habitat longs for flowing
streams now diverted into culverts,
so my soul longs for you,
O orphaned God, abandoned in the cradle
of your creation.

As a polar bear on the thawing ice floe
starves for colder days and fatter seals,
so my soul starves for you.

When will I not have to see your face,
O Lord, bruised and swollen in the earth?
I grind my teeth in my sleep because the grief far
outsizes my consciousness, which spins wheels in the
muddy evidence of your non-existence.

These things haunt my mind:  the streams my
grandparents   drank straight out of:  the raped
woods; the elephants, pandas, gorillas, coral reefs
 bald eagles, monarch butterflies; all victims of their
own beauty, destroyed on stage by the clutching
hands of crazed fans.

I say to my creator, don’t throw in the towel.
Keep the miracle factory open. Step up the output
of beauty and diversity.
Advertise well.....

 c Reupholstered Psalms. Novalis 2020 G. Kennedy,sj

Call to Action 'an exercise of love'
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

At this pivotal moment in Canada’s relationship with Indigenous
peoples, author and educator Kevin Lamoureux is encouraging those
in the Church working to move beyond feelings of guilt to be part of
the solution.

Faculty member at the University of Winnipeg and lead for the
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, Mr. Lamoureux spoke
to employees of the Dufferin Peel Catholic District School Board
(DPCDSB) as part of their Adult Faith Formation virtual series. High-
lighting the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action as
the pathway for healing, Mr. Lamoureux urged staff to embrace call number
59 addressed to Church parties involved in the Indian Residential Schools
Settlement Agreement. The call is to ensure that followers and congrega-
tions know about the Church’s involvement in residential schools so the
issue is made transparent and policies carried out in the name of reconcili-
ation are done with full understanding.

“I think that for many people, especially people who are part of
faith organizations, when they encounter this topic of reconciliation,
it can get overwhelming very quickly,” said Mr. Lamoureux. “If we
sometimes feel like we’re made to feel guilty, people can respond in many
different ways, including self-defence and rejecting what’s being heard. I
actually think that Call to Action 59 is an exercise of love for one another.
It’s an invitation for us to be a part of something beautiful. To be a part of
something healing. One thing I know about Dufferin Peel is that it is filled
with people who are up to the challenge.”

With a focus on grace and compassion, Mr. Lamoureux lamented
the Catholic Church’s shortcomings when it comes to accountability
while celebrating and encouraging well-meaning Catholics determined
to do the right thing.

Born to an Ojibwe father and Ukrainian mother, Mr. Lamoreux was
raised Catholic and found refuge in the Church at a pivotal moment in
his adolescence. After running afoul with a local Winnipeg street gang,
he was left fearful for his life. It was in that moment that he returned
to the Church looking for comfort, hope and a safe haven. That part
of his personal history has led him to be enthusiastic about the oppor-
tunity for healing between the Indigenous people in Canada and the
Catholic Church through conversations that will continue beyond the
Indigenous delegations’ visit to the Vatican.

“I’m very proud of that because that relationship with the Catholic
Church came from my own motivation, from my own heart,” said
Mr. Lamoureux. “It wasn’t just something I was born into, it was
something I found in a time of need, and I’m very grateful for that.
That history has lent itself to me being very interested and excited
about the opportunity for Indigenous people here in Canada to con-
nect with Pope Francis to renew conversations that haven’t been
happening for the last little while that we would want to continue.”

Mr. Lamoureux’s most recent book, Ensouling Our Schools with
Dr. Jennifer Katz, is being used by educators across Canada working
to create inclusive spaces for all students. While continuing to hold
the Church accountable, Lamoureux hopes to encourage Catholics to
be advocates and conduits for healing. Though looking at the truth is
painful he says, Canadians who are not allowing that discomfort to
halt the conversations are doing a great service to the nation individu-
ally and collectively.

“The courage and the strength and the goodwill of people I think is
outpacing governments and other leaders,” said Mr. Lamoureux. “I

think that we’re capable of so much in Canada. I think that we are
capable of moving quicker than cynicism, bureaucracy and court
systems. Canadians are ready to have these conversations.”

As part of the Adult Faith Formation series the board organizing com-
mittee led by superintendent Judi Kuran said the session on reconciliation
was an essential part of the monthly series. Focusing on the theme of
Rest, Renew and Rejoice in the Lord, the sessions are open to all employ-
ees of the DPCDSB. Ms. Kuran says her prayer coming out of Mr.
Lamoureux’s session is that everyone in the school district would do their
part in educating themselves for healing to begin.

“We know that part of renewing is facing the uncomfortable truth,”
said Ms. Kuran. “Both within our own lives and the mistakes that
we’ve made, when we go to confession or participate in the act of
reconciliation, you have to lean into that uncomfortableness. It’s only
through them that we can gain that spirit of reconciliation. Our com-
mittee felt it was extremely important from the very beginning that
we think not only within ourselves but of where we live (as Canadi-
ans). It was important to have an Indigenous reconciliation compo-
nent to this so that we can continue to move forward.”§


